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To-Night!!

INESE mi MAT UGHAPH.
SEE OUR GRAND FIiLMS OF
i and glorious victories of the

Chinese patriots

for their Liberty
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gle of a great race.

4 “While Japan is a small country in Asia,

¢ she is just as powerful as the great
powers, because she could reform her
system of government quickly.”
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THAILAND AND JAPAN

BY THE HON. M. R. SENI PRAMOJ

Thailand, according to a Chungking report in The
New York Times, March 3, 1948, "is afflicted with an
economic crisis, inflation and a shortage of commodi-
ties. The Japanese who fattered that land into becom-
ing an ally, now treat her peoples as slaves. Reliable
reports, the details of which may not now be disclosed,
describe an explosive situation needing only the mawch
of the United Nations' support to touch it off. "When
the Japanese clear out of Burma we change sides’ is
the secret slogan agitating Thailand.”

In gauging the attitude of the Thai people toward
the East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere, no account can yet
be taken ol information received from certain sources
inside the country. Until the Japanese are expelled from
Thailand, it remains naturally undesirable o reveal
any facts which would assist them in repressing the
growing opposition of the Thai people. The following
article is therefore confined mainly to such facts as
have at various times been made known to the public.

In so far as the ordinary Thai people are concerned,
Early in the seventeenth century, Japanese nationals
were expelled [rom the kingdom on the charge of
plotting against the throne. Since then, until very
recent times, there has been little intercourse between

The Hon. M. R. Seni Pramoj is Free Thai Minister o the
mit tates,

the two countrics. Until the year 1939, when the
Japanese began to inhltrate into Thailand, there were
never more than 400 Japanese nationals throughout
the kingdom. It was an open secret among the Thai
people that nearly all of these strangers from the north
were engaged in espionage. Even before 1939, the prac-
tice had long been in Thailand for parents to forbid
their children to buy snacks purveyed by Japanese
hawkers. They said these were poisoned.

What was generally taken as the ecarliest indication
ol Thai-Japanese alignment was Thailand’s abstention
from voting at the meeting of the League of Nations
in 1933 on the subject of Japan's guilt as an aggressor
in Manchuria. [t is a matter ol history, however, that
Thailand was at the time placed between the devil and
the deep blue sea. Her statesmen felt that if Thai-
land voted for the imposition of sanctions she would
offend Japan, an eminently powerful and threaten-
ing neighbor. If, on the other hand, she voted against
the imposition of sanctions, she would ofiend not only
the Chinese Government but also the Chinése na-
tionals in Thailand.

Even in the year 1938-1939, when anxiety was ex-
pressed in democratic countries that Thailand was
turning more and more w0 Japan for counsel and sup-
port, clashes actually occurred between Thai and
Japanese nationals.
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