
Die Hamburger Gesellschaft für Thaiistik e.V.  

in Zusammenarbeit mit dem Arbeitsbereich Thaiistik  

der Abteilung Sprachen und Kulturen Südostasiens des AAI 

lädt Sie zu folgendem Vortrag ein: 

Lèse-Majesté as Blasphemy?  
Sacred Buddhist Kingship and Thailand’s Article 112  

Is there a universal function of Lèse-majesté being treated as Blasphemy in Sacred monarchies? 

In other terms, is there in Sacred monarchies a “universal blasphemy function”, common both to 

religions of strong transcendence such as Christianism and Islam, and Godless religions like 

Buddhism? 

This talk documents how Thailand’s practice of Sacred 

Buddhist Kingship builds on the dynamic assimilation 

of Lèse-majesté and Blasphemy. It will sketch a brief 

overview of the historical evolution of the Thai lèse-

majesté law including its pre-modern antecedents, 

before turning to an analysis of the law of lèse-

majesté as defined by judges and other members of 

the legal profession in Thailand. Based on an 

examination of key case-studies, it will then discuss 

the judicial procedures of exception implemented to 

punish and absolve lèse-majesté offenders.  

Universität Hamburg 

Tuesday, 3 July 2018 at 18.15pm in room 122 
Universität Hamburg | Asien-Afrika Institut 

Edmund-Siemers-Allee 1, Flügel Ost 

Asien-Afrika Institut 

Eugénie Mérieau studied Law, Political Science, and Oriental Languages and Civilizations at the 

Universities of Sorbonne, Sciences Po, and the National Institute for Oriental Languages and Civilizations 

in Paris. In 2017, she completed her PhD on “Thai Constitutionalism and Legal Transplants: a study of 

Kingship”. From 2014 to 2017, she held research and teaching positions at Sciences Po in Paris and 

Thammasat University in Bangkok and was twice a visitor at the Centre for Asian Legal Studies, National 

University of Singapore. She has lived for eight years in Asia where she did research at King 

Prajadhipok's Institute under the Thai Parliament and was consultant for the Asia-Pacific Office of the 

International Commission of Jurists. 


