
Die Hamburger Gesellschaft für Thaiistik e.V.  
in Zusammenarbeit mit dem Arbeitsbereich Thaiistik  
der Abteilung Sprachen und Kulturen Südostasiens des AAI  
lädt Sie zu folgendem Online-Vortrag ein: 

Siam and the third plague pandemic  
during the reign of King Rama V (1868 – 1910) 

The third plague  pandemic had its origin in Yunnan province, China, in the mid-nineteenth century. It 
spread to the port city of Hong Kong which had a severe epidemic in 1894. From there, it spread to the 
rest of the world.  

Upon hearing the news, Thailand, known as 
Siam at that time, tried its best to prevent 
the disease from entering the country by 
using public health measures such as the 
quarantining of ships, sanitary 
improvement, etc.  

But eventually, plague broke out in Phuket 
in 1901 and then in Bangkok in 1904. 
Numerous measures were taken to control 
the disease, which succeeded to some 
degree. Even though the disease eventually 
spread to other provinces and continued to 
exist for a long time afterwards, the 
infected cases and mortality rate were still 
controllable. 

According to the compiled report from the WHO, plague during that time caused “comparatively little 
havoc” in Thailand even though its medicine and public health were underdeveloped. This is similar to 
how Thailand is recognized as one of the countries that has succeeded in dealing with COVID-19 in the 
present day. So, by studying its history of dealing with the plague, it might reflect some factors that led 
to its effectiveness in this matter. 

Mr. Tanwa Wongsangiem is an historian working at the Fine Arts Department, Ministry of 
Culture, Royal Thai Government. He graduated with a BA in medical science from Mahidol 
University and earned his MA in history from Chulalongkorn University. That is why his 
research interest is about the history of medicine and public health in Thailand. He 
authored articles and books in this field which received more attention amidst the 
pandemic of COVID-19. His latest book is about the history of obstetrics in Thailand. 
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Maritime trading during the reign of King Rama V  
was also a means of transporting diseases  
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