
Die Hamburger Gesellschaft für Thaiistik e.V.  
in Zusammenarbeit mit dem Arbeitsbereich Thaiistik  
der Abteilung Sprachen und Kulturen Südostasiens des AAI  
lädt Sie zu folgendem Online-Vortrag ein: 

Mining and Contested Resources in Laos:  
The example of the tin mines in Khammouane Province (colonial time to present) 

Artisanal tin mining formed part of the livelihoods of the 
population of the Nam Phathaen valley (Khammouan Province, 
central Laos) since pre-colonial times. In the late 19th century, 
French explorers described the local economic practices of Lao 
miner-peasants and discussed the possibilities of large-scale tin 
exploitation. By the 1920s, French mining companies had 
established one of the first colonial industries of Laos in the small 
valley. Suffering from labour shortage, the French encouraged 
Vietnamese migration to Laos. Both local Lao miner -peasants and 
Vietnamese work migrants experienced considerable economic 
and sociocultural changes.  

Still today, the region is marked by the co-presence of small-scale 
and artisanal (ASM) and industrial mining. Local Lao villagers 
practice traditional mining next to – or even within – large-scale Vietnamese and Chinese mining 
concessions. While opportunity-seeking work migrants from Vietnam endure various precarities specific 
to transnational labour migration in Southeast Asia, the local Lao miner -peasants are caught between 
insecure livelihoods and environmental degradation. This presentation explores the hopes, 
opportunities and precarities of the mining communities in the Nam Phathaen valley from the colonial 
era to the present. 

Dr. Oliver Tappe is Associate Fellow at the ISEAS Yusof Ishak Institute (Singapore) and 
member of the CRISEA research framework (Competing Regional Integrations in 
Southeast Asia; affiliated with Hamburg University). Within this program, he does 
historical and anthropological research on artisanal and small -scale mining in Laos. His 
research interests include the history of the Lao-Vietnamese upland frontier and the 
past and present dynamics of labour migration in Southeast Asia. He is co-editor, with 
Vatthana Pholsena, of the volume Interactions with a Violent Past: Reading Post -
Conflict: Landscapes in Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam (2013) and co-editor of the 
volume Bonded Labour: Global and Comparative Perspectives, 18th-21st Century (2016; 
with S. Damir-Geilsdorf, U. Lindner, G. Müller, M. Zeuske).  
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