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Die Hamburger Gesellschaft fur Thaiistik e.V.
" T HGT in Zusammenarbeit mit dem Arbeitsbereich Thaiistik
" " der Abteilung Sprachen und Kulturen Stidostasiens des AAI
|adt Sie zu folgendem Online-Vortrag ein:

Inequality, COVID-19,
and Thailand’s Youth Democracy Movement

The study analyzes income inequality and the effects of the shock of the
pandemic outbreak of COVID-19 in Thailand. Growing inequality and
political power of the elite class together with the economic shock lead to
the latest pro-democracy movement. Income and wealth inequality in

Thailand have been increasing since the latest military coup in 2014. The

existing constitution allows Thailand’s elite class and military government

to become extremely powerful financially and politically. COVID-19 |
exacerbates the effects of this unequal system. Workers in -
the vulnerable service sectors have lost their jobs and
income. The middle class and younger generations
sparked the democracy movement and protests in
September 2020 in Bangkok and in numerous other
big cities to campaign for a new constitution,

transparency, and democracy. This study applies a

political economy framework to analyze the

phenomena and suggest the way forward for
Thailand.

0 n ll ne Le Ctu re waZaom&/n English

Praopan Pratoomchat, PhD, is an Assistant Professor of Economics at the University of
Wisconsin-Superior and Wisconsin Teaching Fellow 2020-2021 of the University of
Wisconsin System. After working as an economist at the Export-Import Bank of Thailand,
she became interested in Economics of Development and pursued her PhD in Economics at
the University of Utah and graduated in 2013. She researches and writes about
macroeconomics, economics of development, inequalities, and political economy. Her
latest publication is "Homelessness and Housing Market Conditions in the U.S." published
in the 13th International Research Association for Interdisciplinary Study Conference on
Social Sciences & Humanities.

Her blog is "Exploring Asian and Global Economy" at prao-pan.com.
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