Die Hamburger Gesellscha für Thaiis k e.V. in Zusammenarbeit mit dem Arbeitsbereich Thaiis k der Abteilung Sprachen
und Kulturen Südostasiens des AAI lädt Sie zu folgendem
Vortrag ein:

Lecture by Prof. Dr. Patrice Ladwig
Topic: The empty monastery’. Buddhism and the transforma on of
monas c educa on in Laos between urbaniza on and rural migra on
In the last 20 years, Laos has undergone an
unprecedented process of economic moderniza on
that has also le its marks on Buddhism and monas c
ins tu ons. Rapid urbaniza on, rural spa al mobility
and new possibili es in the educa onal sector have led
to social and cultural transforma ons that directly
impinge on religious actors, their values and prac ces.
Especially the social background of Buddhist monks and
novices, and the spa al loca on of temples and
monas c schools are aﬀected by these processes:
Although ordina on as a monk or novice has
tradi onally been one op on for social and spa al
upward mobility for poor peasant sons, this process has
accelerated to such a degree that monasteries in some
rural areas have been almost emp ed, while urban
temples are ﬂooded with young novices seeking further
educa on and the diversity of city life. By drawing on
data from longterm ﬁeldwork in monasteries in the Lao
capital Vien ane, and smaller temples in more remote
province, the paper will explore the increasing gap of
rural and urban Buddhism.

Patrice Ladwig studied Social Anthropology
and Sociology, and obtained his PhD from
the University of Cambridge in 2008. He
worked at the University of Bristol, the Max
Planck Ins tute for Social Anthropology and
was visi ng professor at the University of
Zürich and the University of Hamburg. With
a regional specializa on on Laos and
mainland Southeast Asia, he works on the
anthropology of Theravada Buddhism, death
and funeral cultures, religion & communist
movements and colonialism. He is editor
(with Paul Williams) of Buddhist funeral
cultures of Southeast Asia and China
(Cambridge University Press, 2012) and
currently works on a book on Buddhist
socialisms, and a monograph en tled
Revolu onaries and Reformers in Lao
Buddhism.
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